The BB/BTO Best
Local Bird Atlas 2007-17

Abstract British Birds and the British Trust for Ornithology announce the winner
of the award for Best Local Bird Atlas 2007-17. All local atlases and avifaunas
based on fieldwork carried out within the past decade were cligible for

consideration for this award,

n parallel with the judging of the Best

Bird Look of the Year (see Bra Binds 111:

Y6949, a separate panel of judpes met ar
the BTO annual conference in Swanwick to
look at almost A0 recently produced county
bird atlases and avilaomas, Our task was to
decide on six candidates Tor a one-oft award
tor the Best Local Bird Atlas based on ficld-
work undertaken exclusively in the last
decade (between Novemhber 2007 and
Movember 2017), and then to identify a
winner from that shoetlist. This ten-year
perind began with the start of ficldwaork for
the BWICHSOC BirdWatch Ireland Bird Atfas
200711, Many counties, regions and smaller
recording units started atlas-type heldwaork
in landem with the national survey and since
then have published their results, either as a
bowok or i some electronic formal,

ludging proved to be extremely dillicult,
All the projects behind the publications
under review were organised by teams of
amatenrs, each with their own local agendas
and ambitions. In addition, every arca is dif-
ferent in terms of topography, accessibility of
habitars, availability of surveyors and (nol
least) the availability of technical expertise (o
deal with maps and databases,

In terms of selection criteria, o key starting
point was that the publication, whether a
hook or an online resource, muost be based on
atlas ficldwork that ran i parallel witle Bird
Atlas 2I07—1 1, Some books were complele
avilaunas while others were atlses, based on
just the hreeding scason, or both the winter
aned the breeding season. The timescale meant
that some conunendable and indeed much
praised elforts had o be discounted from
consideration, notably The Norfolk Bird Atias
I:puln]i'ihi'd i 2001, but which covered 1999
2007; Brit, Biveds 1042 4000 and Breeding Binds
of the Sheflicld Arca published in 2003 { frir,

154

Bivds 107 4353-434), which covered 20050
Atlases published only onlinge were inn
treated cqually bul their largely differes
scope, and Lo some exlenl purpose, mes
that it was nol possible W judge them |
alongside the books; in the end, we decided
treat them separately and o mention ¢
which particularly impressed us. Unforig
nately, at Jeast three wetrad atlases or avitau
basied on the Atlas Teldwork period are s
preparation and o could not be induded
the review, We had decided in advance
however, thal ten years alter the start of fe2ld
work (Novemnber 2007) was a suitable per
over which o take stock.

We then debated other aspects of cac
publication thal we Telt should be considerzc

in detal, Several clements of an a

vover, The use of photographs, drowing

charts, the layoul and style of text, th
content and scope ol any introductory che
ters and appendices and, above all, the mas
— all contribute e Lhe initial feel. This
apparent i just a few minotes, but time -
necded o explore the details betore, inds
wally, we were able 1o shortlist a book. A
e books under review had been seen &
least one of the team: 15 had been review
i’ B by either John or Mark, while in
rale as Atlas Coordinator tor the |
lead author of Bind Atlas 20071 1, [Tawn
looled at each of the books professiona
of us needed to look over all of the
again, or explore them for the first time
this part of the review took around
hours. In the process, we had discuss
about some clements of the published

L!

and the conditions under which the

been produced. We shared opinions 2

the desien of M andd how we Telr the
mation within them was conveved ©

reader. We were keen Lo see how the <
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distributions were interpreted and compared
with local geographical features — this heing
an aspect that greatly improves an atlis when
done well. We discussed the merits of photo-
graphs, their quality, size of reproduction,
refevance, captioning and from where/whom
they were sourced. We talked about The 1exts
and how well they described the maps or sel
the findings of the survey into a local and
national context. We looked at how well the
atlases had handled population changes: for
many arcas this was the second tetrad atlas
faned Tor somwe, the third ). For other areas this
was the first local atlas and so the derailed
linalings were novel. Although all arcas had
done winter licldwork as part of Bird Arlas
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200711, not all atlases included results from
this season in Lthe Doal presentation. We also
looked at how the issue of sensitive specics
had been managed.

With all these options in mind, we cach
set about compiling an mital shortlist of wen
books, There was little disagrecment in those
choices, with nine being chosen by all three
reviewers, From this initial selection we
retreated o separate corners ol the room 1o
choose our top six, placing them in order
This part of the process turned out to be rela
tively quick, wilh o large degree of agreement
among us; and, lollowing a relatively short
discussion about the merits of each, this
resulted in the final placings given below,

Winner

The Birds of Sussex

By Sussex Ohrmithological Society; BTOY Books, 2004 reviewed in B3
by Tohn Clark { Brit. Bivds T0O7: 300-301)

This is a county avifauna, which includes results from the tetrad
atlas conducted in the county in 2007-11. A range of aspects of this
book particularly impressed the judges, notably the clear maps,
combined with concise interpretation of the findings evident Irom
them in the text. Since the full set of maps was available on a2 C1)
issued belore publication, only a selection is included in the ook,
allowing more space lor the text to help interpret them. A wealth of |
ather data, such as trends [rom BBS and WeBS counts, are included, making this a very complete
work, The detailed text is broken up by clear headings, helping navigation and comparisons
Between species. An attempt is made to estimate the populations of each species breeding regu
Larly tn Sussex, with an explanation of how these cstimates were derived. The introdductory chap
ters were particalarly well received: they are attractive, informative and cover a range of topics in
detail. The book’s Targe formal allows for a good selection of impressive photographs, all of
which were Liken in the county. Last but not least, the whole work was available to buy only twa
and a half vears afler the conclusion of Geldwork,

BIRDS
'SUSSEX

2nd The Breeding Birds of Morth Wales

The Breading Birds T T 2 : ;

of Hnrth'ﬁ’alg;!s Edited by Anne Brenchley, Geoll Gibbs, Rhion Pritchard and lan Spenc
Adr Nytie '{."L Liverpool Universily Press, 2003; reviewed in BB by Mack Holling ( Hrir,
Gogledd Cymru Hirds 107: 235-236)

This atlas is the first of its kind for this challenging area. The low
number of polential volunteers and the remote nature of some of the
tercain meant that a decision was taken carly on o limit the scope 1o the
breeding scason only, Yel even with one extra year of fieldwork beyvond the
natiomal suevey, the bouk was published within a year of this being com-
pleted, and most of e text as in Welsh as well as in English. The introduc-
tory chapters — describing the arca, changes in land use, the winners and
losers among the region’s breeding birds, and an analvsis of the distribution of species groups by
habitat — gained particular praise. Within the species accounts, we found the pages to be well Taid out
ared the reliel maps showing tetrad level distributions Firge, With no previous tetrad distributions
with which (o compare the results, the authors illustrated changes at a 10-km? level and provided
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slatistics o support the detail for Morth Wales. The technical information chapter at the end ot
the bouk gives all the details required by future atlas organisers in North Wales 1o repeat the work.

ird Birds of Caithness

Edited by T Davey, S Manson, E. Maughan, 12 Ormand and | Smiths
Caithness SO DV reviewed in BB by Mark Holling ( Brir. Binds 108:
[

Originally produced as a limited -edition 11, this avifauna proved 1o
be so popular that the pages were printed out from the original formar
and a hardback hook produced. OF all the arcas covered by the atlases we
revicwed, this one is among the most sparsely populated and many
telrads are remote Trom roads or iracks, We lel that this was an
extremely attractive and mlormalive ook, giving a thorough account of
the birds ol the county, The analysis of how the local environment has changed and continues 1o
change puts the specics accounts into perspective and grabs the reader'’s attention. Captions to the
photographs also provide additional information, W liked the simplicity but also the detail of the
aceounts, which are structured 1o give some historical contest and a description of the mapped
distribruticon and local cownts where available, plis a look intoe the Tuture based on recent trends,

| 4th Birds of Hertfordshire
Dirds of ertioedshire By Ken Smith, Chris Dee, Jack Fearnside and Mike Tllew; Hertfordshire
ki Matural History Society, 2015; reviewed in BB by Mark Tolling { Brit
Hrrels 108; 433434
Phies s an avilauma that complements previous volumes, published in
1959 and 1986, and the texts of the breeding species benelil from data
From o Fewer than three tetrad atlas surveys, For those speaies which
have undergone marked changes i disteibution, all three maps are

included, whereas others have just the most recent map combined with

one showing changes. We were impressed with the succinet vel erudite
accounts of each species, and the excellent design of the book, which incorporated fine artwork,
mostly good - quality, locally sourced photographs, and clear charts and lables,

5th The Birds of Gloucestershire Mie Btk A
By Gordon Kirk and John Phillips; Liverpool University Press, 2013;
reviewed in B8 by Mark olling ( Bri. Birds 107 238 239)

This avitauna includes maps trom a winter and breeding season tetrad
survey conducted in 20071 1, surprisingly the first time the area has been
subject to an atlas, We liked the presentation and the authoritative feel of
the book as well as the excellent use of additional tables and statistics. We
felt that this is 4 very comprehensive review and found the mix of artwork
and photographs particularly appealing,

Gilgmicestershire

. 6th Hampshire Bird Atlas 2007-2012
qupshlre Edited by John Eyre; Hampshire Ornithological Society, 2015,
BIIE:&FES reviewed in B2 by Mark Uolling { Brit, Birds 109 117-118)

pestiog The breeding, winter and change maps are clearly presented in this
hoak, which is another attraclive volome, The breeding maps used a
different approach from most atlases, mapping ‘breeding considered
likely" and “present but not considered breeding’ rather than the usual
three-tier approach, and also incorporated abundance information,
The texts are detailed and informative, with an interesting discussion
around the change maps for each species. The pholographs were virtu-
ally all taken within the county and included detailed captions,

Faribie Cimthobyaal Socy

166 British Birds 111 « March 20018 « 164167



The BE/BTO Best Local Bird Atlas 2007-17

As well as the six winners, we Telt that the Armr Bird Arfas 2007-2002 was worthy of an hon-
vurable mention. This volume could easily be dismissed as light in both weight and content, given
the minimal comment on each species. But the ficldwork was very mch a community effort and
the writing up driven largely by one individual, The resuli @ o briel but reliable overview of the
Erivcls oo this island at an easily attordable price, and is a0 considerable achievement.

Results Trem tetrad atlas work in the Thames and Chilterns areas (including the online results
(o the counties of Bedbordshire, Berkshire, |hu‘kinl‘,h:lrﬂﬁhil'ﬁ. Hertfordshire and Osfordshire)
liave been amalgamated into one accessible and interactive unit, providing an overview of specics
distributions across more than 2000 kmd?, This cnaliles trends and habitat associations to be seen
miary clearly than is the case when information s presented separately for each county.

The tetrad atlas maps for st Glamorgan and for Hertfordshire are also available online s
inleractive maps (produced by the same person using the same software), and include impressive
tools allowing users to interrogate the maps. We were also impressed with the online Deven Bind
Atlas, which supports the published hook. The website is simple to use and allows overlavs of
habitats and altitude and a range of aliernative views of the data,

Advances in tech-
nology, enabling the
rapid production of
informative and inter-

pretive maps anline,
will no doubt inllu-
ence how the resolis
of local atlases are
produced  in the
future. However, we
felt thal these can
never [ully replace the
informed,  expert
interpretations of the
results, presented noa
clear and attractive
way, and combined
willh the maps in a
really good local atlas,
It as clear that more
advanced design and 110, Adrian Themas, editor of The Birds of Sussex on behall of Sussex
printing technology  Ornithological Society, with the award for the BE/BTO Best Local Bird
and the emergence of - Atas 2007-17; January 2018.

digital photography has facilitated o move away from the avitaunas of the late twenticth century
— with page after page of print, a foew scattered line-drawings and a centrally bound block of
photographs. Our winner has taken (ol advantage of these advances to produce a stunningly
attractive and authoritative volume, Nonetheless, we also recognise that not all bird clubs have
the resources o produce such lavish works and the content of books such as Binds of Cuarthiness
and the Arrane Bird Atfas 2007-200 2 also deserves high praise.
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Looking out for birds
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