Breeding Birds on Arran — a Historical Perspective

The following material has been extracted from “An Atlas of Arran Vertebrates”
mammals, breeding birds, reptiles, amphibians, freshwater fishes by J. A.
Gibson, Chairman, Clyde Area Branch, Scottish Wildlife Trust and published by
the Arran Nature Centre, Brodick in 1975

The original document was based on extensive research. The front cover is
shown on the first page

In the introduction to this document, the author, J. A. Gibson states that the most
obvious advantage of an atlas “is the pictorial appearance which can be readily
presented”. He has given “two maps for each species; one giving the detailed
historical position from 1800 to 1975, and the second showing what is believed to
be the up to date situation at the time of publication 1975.”

“Altogether the Island of Arran, with its associated islands of Holy Isle and
Pladda, covers twelve 10 kilometre squares”. These are shown in the second
slide.

In the document for each species “The squares have been set out in pictorial
form approximately to represent their geographical position”. The information for
birds breeding on Arran has been reproduced here in the following slides.

When | contacted J.A. Gibson for his permission to use extracts from his
publication in this way, | was delighted by his very encouraging positive
response.

| trust that you find this historical perspective interesting.

Jim Cassels,

Bird Recorder,

Arran Natural History Society
September 2009
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1975 Atlas of Arran Vertebrates

BREEDING BIRDS

27

In the following list the arrangement and nomenclature
follows A Species List of British and Irish Birds (1971) pub-
lished by the British Trust for Ornithology.

BLACK-THROATED DIVER
Gavia aretica

RED~-THROATED DIVER
Gavia stellata

LITTLE GREBE
Taehybaptus ruficollis

FULHAR
Pulmarus glacialis

GANNET
Sula baesana
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BUZZARD 95
Buteo buteo 84 94 04
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PEREGRINE 95 95
Faleo peregrinus 84 94 og 84 94 =~
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RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE
Alectoris rufa

PARTRIDGE
Perdix perdiz

QUAIL
Cotuwrnix coturniz

PHEASANT
Phasianus oolehicus

WATER RAIL
Rallus aquatious

CORNCRAKE
Crex crex

MOORHEN
Gallinula chloropus
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coaT
Fulica atra

OYSTERCATCHER
Haematopus ostralegus

LAPWING
Vanellus venellus

RINGED PLOVER
Charadrius hiaticula

GOLDEN PLOVER
Pluvialis apricaria

SNIPE
Gallinago gallinago

WOCDCOCK
Seolopax rusticola
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CURLEW
Mumenius arquata

COMMON SANDPIPER
Tringa hypoleucos

REDSHARK
Iringa totanus

GREENSHANK
Tringa nebularia

DUNLIN
Calidris alpina

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL
marinus

LESSER BLACK~BACKED GULL
Larus fuscus
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1800-1975 1975-

HERRING GULL 95 95
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1800-1975 1975-

BLACK GUILLEMOT - =
Cepphus grylle e - e
-- xx 02 - - 02
-- 0 -0
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Columba oenas -~ - 04 —— - g
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Cuculus canorus 84 94 04 -~ 84 04
83 93 03 83 93 03
82 92 G2 82 92 02
-= 01 -~ 01

BARN QWL 95 95
Tyto alba -- 94 04 -~ 92 04
83 93 03 83 93 03
-- 92 02 -~ 82 02




1975 Atlas of Arran Vertebrates

TAWNY OWL
Striz aluco

LONG-EARED OWL
Asio otus

SHORT-EARED OWL
Asio flammeus

RIGHTJAR
Caprimilgus europaeus

SWIFT
Apus apus

KINGFISHER
Alecedo atthis

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER
Dendrocopus megjor
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SKYLARK
Alauda arvensgis

SWALLOW
Hirundo rustica

HOUSE MARTIN
Delichon urbica

SAND MARTIN
Riparia riparia

RAVEN
Corvug corax

CROU
Corvus eorong

ROOK
Corvus frugilegus
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JACKDAW
Corvus monedula

MAGPIE
Pilea piea

JAY
Garrulus glandarius

CHOUGH
Pyrrhocorar pyrrhocorax

GREAT TIT
Parus major

BLUE TIT
Parus caeruleus

COAL TIT
Parus ater

84
83
a2

XX

84
83
82

84
82

84
83

95
94
93
92

95
94
93
92

95
94
93
92

95

93
92

1800-1975

04
03
02
01

XX

XX

XX

04
03
02

04
03
02

04
03
02

51

1975-

84
83
82

84
83

84
83
82

95
94 04
93 03
92 02
- 91



1975 Atlas of Arran Vertebrates

1800-1975

WILLOW TIT --
Parus montanus e e
-~ -- 03

LONG-TAILED TIT 85
Aegtthalos eaudatus 84 94 04
83 93 03
8z 52 02

TREECREEPER 95
Certhia familiaris 84 -~ 04
~~ 93 03
-~ 92 02

WREN 25
Troglodytes troglodytes 84 94 04
83 93 03
82 92 ¢2

DIPPER 85
Cinelus cinclus 84 94 04
83 93 03
82 92 (2

MISTLE THRUSH 95
Turdus vieeivorus 84 84 04
£3 33 03
82 92 02

SONG THRUSH 95
Turdus philomelos 84 94 04
83 93 03
82 92 o2

-~ 01

84
43

84
a3
82

84
83

84
83
82

84
83
8z

35
94
93
92

23
22

95
94
93
92

95
94
93
92

95
95
93
92

95

2
33
92

-

03
o2

0
03
02

04
03
02

g4
03
02
01




1975 Atlas of Arran Vertebrates

RING DUZEL
Turdus torquatus

BLACKBIRD
Turdus meruiq

WHEATEAR
Oenanthe oenanthe

STONECHAT
Sazticola torquata

HHINCHAT
Saxteola rubetrg

REDSTART
-Phoeniourus phoenicurus

ROBIN
Erithacus . rubecula
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
Iocustella naevia

SEDGE WARBLER
Acrocephalue palustris

BLACKCAP
Sylvia atriecapilia

CARDEN WARBLER
Sylvig borin

WHITETHROAT
Sylvia ecommunis

WILLOW WARBLER
Phylloscopus trochilus

CHIFFCHAFF
Phylloseopus collybita

83

84
83
82

84
83
82

84
83
82

94
93
92

94
93
g2

85
94
93
g2

95
94

92

96

93
92

1800-1975

04
03
0z

04
03
02

04
03
02

04
03
02

04
03
02

04
03
02

57

1975~

84
83
82

84
83
82

83
82

08

na
63

02

03

03
02

Ry




1975 Atlas of Arran Vertebrates 59

1800-1975 1975

400D WARBLER 95 35
Phylloscopus sibilatriz -~ - 04 - == 04
-~ 93 03 -~ 93 63
-- 92 02 -- 92 02

GOLDCREST 95 95
Regulus regulus 84 94 04 84 94 04
83 93 03 83 93 03
-- 92 02 -- 92 0z

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 95 G
Museicapa striata 34 94 04 -~ 94 04
83 93 03 83 93 03
-- 92 02 -~ 92 02

HEDGE SPARROM g5 85
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82 92 02 82 92 02
-- 01 -- 0




1975 Atlas of Arran Vertebrates

PIED WAGTAIL
Motaeilla albg

GREY WAGTAIL
Motaeilla einereq

YELLOY WAGTAIL
Motasilla flava

RED-BACKED SHRIKE
Lantus collurio

STARLING
Sturnus vulgaris

HAHF INCH
Coceothrauetes coccothraustea

GREENFINCH
Carduelis ehloris

84
83
8z

84
83
82

84
83
82

84
83
82

95
54
93
92

95
94
93
92

g5

94
92

1800-1975

05
03
02
01

04
a3
02

04

02
01

04
03
az

6l

1975-

84
83
82

84
83
82

84
83
82

83
82

95
96
93
92

95
94
93
92

95

94 0
93

52

95
94
93
22

4
03
02
01

08

no

a2
m

i
n
A3

c2




1975 Atlas of Arran Vertshrates 63

1800-1875 1975-

COLDFINCH B T
Carduelis cardueclis -- 93 03 - 03 03
-- 922 -- 92 02

SISKIN - &5
Cardueclis spinus == == 04 -- == 04
-- 9303 -- 9373
-- 92 0z T —

LINNET 95 95
Acanthis cannabina 84 95 04 84 94 04
83 93 03 83 93 73
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TWITE 95 95
Acanthie flavirostris 84 54 04 -~ 94 0z
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Acanthis flammea 84 94 2% -- 84 04
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1800-1975 1975-

CHAFFINCH 55 95
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83 93 73 3393 173
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The Hooded Crow is widely distributed throughout Arran,
particularly on higher ground: hybrids are also fairly rey-
ularly seen, but true Carrion Crows are less common.

The records of Red-legged Partridges come from a recent
introduction which did not succeed.

The records of Kittiwakes come from the island of Pladda
where a bird with a damaged wing succeeded in finding a mate
and nesting from 1950-1954.



