





































































































Great Grey shrike Lanius excubiter
Rare vagrant.
The only record for 2007 was one in Fairy Glen, Lochranza, on 24 October (PAH).

Jay ( Eurasian Jay) Garrulus glandarius
Rare vagrant.
No records for 2007. Last record one Brodick Country Park on 24 October 1985.

Magpie (Black-billed Magpie ) Pica pica
Vagrant. Only seven records in last twenty five years.
No records for 2007. Last record one Corriecravie ponds on 9 December 2006.

Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
Rare vagrant. Previously bred.
No records for 2007. Last record 5 in Lochranza on 5 July 2001.

Jackdaw (Eurasian Jackdaw) Corvus monedula
Common resident. Breeding. Widespread.

Groups included 120 Drumadoon on 21 January, 75 Kildonan on 27 January, 50 Pirnmill on
10 February and 64 Machriewaterfoot on 21 March.

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Winter visitor.

Groups included 6 Lamlash on 6 January, 2 adults and 2 fledged young Shiskine on 20
June, 13 Kilpatrick on 3 July, 5 South Feorline on 18 October and 8 Corriecravie on 18
November.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone : Hooded Crow Corvus cornix
Both species including intermediates are common residents. Breeding. Widespread.

Groups included 30 Cleat s Shore on 16 January, 40 Shiskine on 4 February and 120
Lamlash on 7 February.

Raven (Common Raven) Corvus corax
Common resident. Breeding. Widespread.

Pairs at Brown Head on 8 March, Dun Fionn on 14 March, Glen Chalmadale on 14 March,
Corriecravie on 4 May and Bennan Head on 10 May. Largest group 27 on the Ross Road
on 24 April.

35



Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus
Rare vagrant.
No records for 2007. Last record one adult in Brodick on 28 June 2002.

Starling (Common Starling) Sturnus vulgaris
Common resident. Breeding. Widespread.

Groups included 180 Kilpatrick on 18 February, 150 in Cosyden on 8 March, 300 Kilpatrick
on 17 October and 200 South Feorline on 11 November.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Common resident. Breeding. Widespread.

Adults feeding 3 young in Shiskine on 21 May, 3 young in Machrie on 25 May and 2 young
in Kilpatrick on 17 June (second brood). Groups included 9 Shiskine on 29 January, 15
Lamlash on 19 May, 5 Lochranza on 16 June, 25 Whiting Bay on 17 July, 100 Shiskine on
16 August and 38 Kilpatrick on 19 August.

Tree Sparrow (Eurasian Tree Sparrow) Passer montanus
Rare vagrant. Previously bred.
No records for 2007. Last record 2 in Brodick on 17 June 1997.

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Common resident. Breeding. Widespread.

Two fledged young Kilpatrick 26 June. Groups included 30 Brodick Country Park on 15
May, 35 Shiskine on 22 October and16 Whiting Bay on 17 December.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Irruptive winter visitor in varying numbers; not seen every year.

Both from High Kildonan a male on 9 October and a female on 19 November. These are
all the records for 2007.

Greenfinch (European Greenfinch) Carduelis chloris
Common resident. Breeding. Widespread.

Fledged young at garden feeders in Kildonan on 28 May, Kilpatrick on 29 May, and Sannox
on 28 June. Groups included 30 Kildonan on 21 January, 12 Kilpatrick on 8 February, 30
High Kildonan on 22 February and 8 Corriecravie on 8 June.

Goldfinch (European Goldfinch) Carduelis carduelis
Resident. Breeding. Widespread.
Fledged young at garden feeders in Kilpatrick on 7 June and Blackwaterfoot on 15 June.

Groups included 24 Corriecravie on 15 April, 15 Levencorrach on 17 May, 20 South
Feorline on 24 September, 30 Lamlash on 29 September and 17 Auchareoch on 9
October.
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Siskin (Eurasian Siskin) Carduelis spinus
Resident. Breeding. Widespread. Most records between January and June.

Fledged young at feeders High Kildonan on 6 May, Blackwaterfoot on 18 June and
Kilpatrick on 19 June. Groups included 10 Kilpatrick on 1 February, 25 Glenashdale on 25
February, 15 Catacol on 21 September and 50 Dyemill on 10 October.

Linnet (Common Linnet) Carduelis cannabina
Resident. Breeding. Widespread. Most records between April and November.

Pair nest building Cleats Shore 6 April. Groups included 18 (7 young) Corriecravie on 8
July, 200 Cleats Shore on 24 September, 40 Drumadoon on 30 September and 50
Clauchlands on 26 November.

Twite Carduelis flavirostris
Resident. Breeding. Localised. Most records in spring and autumn.

No breeding records. Groups included 10 Cleats Shore on 22 September, 10 Drumadoon
on 30 September, 30 Blackwaterfoot on 24 October and 100 Thunderguy shore also on 24
October .

Redpoll (Lesser Redpoll) Carduelis cabaret
Resident. Breeding. Localised. Most records in spring.

Records included one first winter in Kilpatrick from 1 to 4 February, 4 Kilmory on 17 May,
family of 3 Kilpatrick on 2 July, 3 Imachar on 14 July, 6 Pirnmill on 9 August and 4 Machrie
Moor on 29 September.

Crossbill (Common Crossbill) Loxia curvirostra
Resident. Breeding. Localised.

Pair feeding 2 fledged young Dyemill forest 15 March. Records included 3 at Home Farm,
Brodick on 17 May, 8 Machrie on 17 July, 14 Corriegills on 8 October and 22 Kilmory on 6
November.

Scarlet Rosefinch ( Common Rosefinch) Carpodacus erythrinus
Rare vagrant.
No records for 2007. Last record one juvenile at High Kildonan on 24 October 1999.

Bullfinch (Common Bullfinch ) Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident. Breeding. Localised.

Female with 5 juveniles Porta Leacach on 1 July. Groups included 12 Urie Loch on 12
January, 4 pairs Brodick on 28 June, 30 feeding on heather by Kilpatrick plantation on 5
February, pair Margnaheglish on 23 February, 23 Kilmory on 12 November and 15 Boguille
on 17 December.

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Rare vagrant.
No records for 2007. Last record one Margnaheglish on 26 April 2000.
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivélis
Varying numbers on passage and in winter.

Singles reported from Glen Catacol on 10 November, Casteal Abhail on 11 November and
Meall Breac on 3 December. These are all the records for 2007.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

Resident. Breeding. Localised. Most records between January and April and in
November and December.

No breeding records for 2007. Records included 4 males 2 females Shiskine on 19
January, a pair Roddin on 28 February, a pair Drumadoon on 30 September and a pair
Shiskine on 11 November.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Resident. Breeding. Localised.

Female with 2 fledged young Ross Road 27 June. Records included a pair Machrie pond
on 14 April, a pair Clauchlands on 15 April, a pair Corriecravie on 2 May and 40
Drumadoon on 30 September.

Corn bunting Miliaria calandra

Rare vagrant. Previously bred.
No records for 2007. Last record 2 in Brodick area on 7 October 1984.
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Index by Common Name

Common Name
Auk, Little

Bittern

Blackbird

Blackcap
Brambling

Bunting, Corn
Bunting, Reed
Bunting, Snow
Buzzard

Buzzard, Rough-legged
Chiffchaff

Chough

Coot

Cormorant

Crake, Corn

Crake, Spotted
Crane

Crossbill

Crow, Carrion
Crow, Hooded
Cuckoo

Curlew

Dipper

Diver, Black- throated
Diver, Great Northern
Diver, Red-throated
Dotterel

Dove, Collared
Dove, Rock

Dove, Stock

Dove, Turtle
Dowitcher, Long-billed
Duck, Long-tailed
Duck, Mandarin
Duck, Ruddy

Duck, Tufted
Dunlin

Dunnock

Eagle, Golden
Eagle, White-tailed
Egret, Snowy

Eider

Eider, King

Falcon, Peregrine

Page

39

Common Name
Fieldfare

Finch, Bullfinch
Finch, Chaffinch
Finch, Goldfinch
Finch, Greenfinch
Finch, Hawfinch
Finch, Scarlet Rosefinch
Firecrest

Flycatcher, Pied
Flycatcher, Spotted
Fulmar

Gannet

Godwit, Bar-tailed
Godwit, Black-tailed
Goldcrest
Goldeneye
Goosander

Goose, Barnacle
Goose, Brent

Goose, Canada
Goose, Greylag
Goose, Pink-footed
Goose, White-fronted
Goshawk

Grebe, Black-necked
Grebe, Great Crested
Grebe, Little

Grebe, Red-necked
Grebe, Slavonian
Greenshank

Grouse, Black
Grouse, Red
Guillemot

Guillemot, Black
Gull, Black-headed
Gull, Common

Gull, Glaucous

Gull, Great Black-backed

Gull, Herring
Gull, Iceland
Gull, Ivory

Gull, Lesser Black-backed

Gull, Little
Gull, Mediterranean
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Common Name
Gull, Ross's
Gull, Sabine's
Harrier, Hen
Harrier, Marsh
Heron, Grey
Hobby

Hoopoe
Jackdaw

Jay

Kestrel
Kingfisher

Kite, Red
Kittiwake

Knot

Lapwing

Linnet

Magpie

Mallard

Martin, House
Martin, Sand
Merganser, Red-breasted
Merlin

Moorhen
Nightjar
Nuthatch

Oriole, Golden
Osprey

Owl, Barn

Owl, Long-eared
Owl, Short-eared
Owl, Tawny
Oystercatcher
Partridge, Grey
Partridge, Red-Legged
Petrel, Leach’s
Petrel, Storm
Phalarope, Grey
Phalarope, Red-necked
Pheasant

Pintail

Pipit, Meadow
Pipit, Rock

Pipit, Tree
Plover, Golden
Plover, Grey
Plover, Ringed
Pochard
Ptarmigan
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Common Name
Puffin

Quail

Raven

Razorbill

Redpoll

Redshank
Redshank, Spotted
Redstart

Redstart, Black
Redwing

Ring Ouzel

Robin

Rook

Ruff

Sanderling
Sandgrouse, Pallas's
Sandpiper, Common
Sandpiper, Curlew
Sandpiper, Green
Sandpiper, Purple
Scaup

Scoter, Common
Scoter, Velvet
Shag

Shearwater, Cory’s
Shearwater, Manx
Shearwater, Mediterranean
Shearwater, Sooty
Shelduck

Shoveler

Shrike, Great-grey
Shrike, Red-backed
Siskin

Skua, Arctic

Skua, Great

Skua, Pomarine
Skylark

Smew

Snipe

Snipe, Jack
Sparrow, House
Sparrow, Tree
Sparrowhawk
Spoonbill

Starling

Starling, Rose-coloured
Stint, Little
Stonechat
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Common Name
Swallow

Swan, Bewick’s
Swan, Mute
Swan, Whooper
Swift

Teal

Tern, Arctic
Tern, Black
Tern, Common
Tern, Little
Tern, Roseate
Tern, Sandwich
Thrush, Mistle
Thrush, Song
Tit, Blue

Tit, Coal

Tit, Great

Tit, Long-tailed
Tit, Willow
Treecreeper
Turnstone
Twite

Wagtail, Grey
Wagtail, Pied
Wagtail, White
Wagtail, Yellow
Warbler, Garden

Warbler, Grasshopper

Warbler, Sedge
Warbler, Willow
Warbler, Wood

Warbler, Yellow-browed

Water Rail
Waxwing
Wheatear
Whimbrel
Whinchat
Whitethroat

Whitethroat, Lesser

Wigeon
Woodcock
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Common Name

Woodpecker, Great Spotted

Woodpigeon
Wren

Wryneck
Yellowhammer
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How to be a good birdwatcher
Some points to bear in mind.

1. Welfare of birds must come first. \Whether your particular interest is photography,
ringing, sound recording, scientific study or just birdwatching, remember that the
welfare of the bird must always come first.

2. Habitat protection. Its habitat is vital to a bird and therefore we must ensure that our
activities do not cause damage.

3. Keep disturbance to a minimum. Birds' tolerance of disturbance varies between
species and seasons. Therefore, it is safer to keep all disturbance to a minimum,
particularly in the breeding season. No birds should be disturbed from the nest in
case opportunities for predators to take eggs or young are increased. In very cold
weather disturbance to birds may cause them to use vital energy at a time when
food is difficult to find.

4. Rare breeding birds. If you discover a rare bird breeding and feel that protection is
necessary, inform the local wildlife crime officer, PC Frazer Mitchell, telephone
01770 302574 . Otherwise it is best in almost all circumstances to keep the record
strictly secret in order to avoid disturbance by other birdwatchers and attacks by
egg-collectors. Never visit known sites of rare breeding birds unless they are
adequately protected. Even presence may give away the site to others and cause
so many other visitors that the birds may fail to breed successfully. In terms of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act
2004 disturbance at or near the nests of birds is a criminal offence.

5. Rare migrants. Rare migrants or vagrants must not be harassed. If you discover
one, consider the circumstances carefully before telling anyone. Will an influx of
birdwatchers disturb the bird or others in the area? Will the habitat be damaged?
Will problems be caused with the landowner?

6. The Law. The bird protection laws, as embodied in Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981) and the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, are the result of hard
campaigning by previous generations of birdwatchers. As birdwatchers, we must
abide by them at all times and not allow them to fall into disrepute.

7. Respect the rights of landowners. The wishes of landowners and occupiers of
land must be respected. Always follow the Scottish Access Code.

8. Respect the rights of other people. Have proper consideration for other
birdwatchers. Try not to disrupt their activities or scare the birds they are watching.
There are many other people who also use the countryside. Do not interfere with
their activities and, if it seems that what they are doing is causing unnecessary
disturbance to birds, do try to take a balanced view. While flushing gulls when
walking a dog on a beach in winter may do little harm, in the breeding season, the
same dog would be a serious disturbance to nesting shore birds or a nesting gull
colony. When pointing this out to a non-birdwatcher, be courteous, but firm. The
non-birdwatchers' goodwill towards birds must not be destroyed by the attitudes of
birdwatchers.

9. Keeping records. Much of today's knowledge about birds is the result of
meticulous record keeping by our predecessors. Make sure you help to add to
tomorrow's knowledge by sending records to your local recorder. The Arran
recorder is Jim Cassels at Kilpatrick Kennels, Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, KA27 8EY,
or telephone 01770 860316, or email james.cassels@yvirgin.net.
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